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Th 


e first man to carry a compass 


in the Greenbrier valley was John 


Lewis/and the first sett 


ler in 


Little Levels was Co!• John McNeel who came to 


this country thinking he had killed a man in the Maryland-^Tirginia section but 


after locating in Little Levels and erecting a cabin and out hunting he came 


upon 


Charles and James Kinnison from where the fight took place and informed 


him the had not died and in fact not seriously wounded>this was great re. 


lief for him and he began to open up the vast wilderness that later became the 
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garden. spot of Pocahontas County,these men and their wives were buried in the 


hcNeel cemetery just north of Hillsboro, 
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otel a post off ice and 
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one news paper the Pocahontas Times all of which 


ed to Marllnton which beaame th 


e countyseat in later years# 
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was introduced in this county by William Gibson of Huntersville 
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WhitmerK and John Ga^ford late of Millpoint,the Greenbrier Bridge 
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UKSUccessful race for governor of the state,while hie brother served 


era term as clerk of the court and later served as 8ecretary,of state* 



Bo man ever lived in Pocahontas County that was more universally lov 


ti t'r.an the late Squire L Brown who served as clerk of the county court con 


inuously from ISS4 until the time of his death 193^ with the exception of 


a term served by the lateC.J 



Durbin the largest town in the upper Pocahontas was chartered in 1906 


is +** 


e shipping and mercantile center for the northern end of the county 


largely built up by the tannery at Frank,Cass a 
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peter Ughtner was the builder of the first grist mill,thiB mill 


Trae ereoted 


Knapps Creek,this was quite an improvement on the way they 


had to make meal before that time as up to'that time they used the hominy 
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tlock and the hollowed out log in which they pounded the corn u n til it wai 


fine enough to bake - into bread. 


In the early days a man 


John Harmes'e began 


r . . 

goods from Staunton to Pocahontas County to trade to the settlers fox their 


p e It s, t 


son,ginseng eto.for which they received salt,coffee,powder,lead. 


and he always carried a piece of esHen thi. +, « 

P o oi calico this trading post was at Huntersv 


ille at the cabin of 


Bradshaw,£rom this fact the place became 


Bintersville,a name which it has 


ever since retained.lt was 


for the me 


no uncommon thing 
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